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Reading the 
Landscape: 
Where to Begin 
David Jon Greenwood 

History has been called the record of human events. The 
same can.be said of the built environment. The distance of 
houses from the road, their proximity to millponds or their 
location next to inlets on the Hudson are important clues to 
the discerning observer. Every old building, every cluster of 
homes, shops, barns and sheds offers us insight into the 
history of neighborhoods. By looking closely at details we 
can begin to understand the process of evolution that has 
affected each cornrnunity. We can follow changes in 
fashion, in design, in technology and in each hamlet's 
economy if we know what to look at. Visual clues are 
everywhere. 

Place names add another element for investigation. 
Moore's Mills, Hopewell Junction, Fishkill Landing, Slate 
Dock and Federal Store all are functional names. Quaker 
Hill, Hibernia, Shekomeko, Wurtemburg and Rhinebeck tell 
us about the people who settled there. Other names 
demand further investigation. What are the original 
meanings or stories behind Skunk's Misery, Pancake 
Hollow, Freedom Plains, Little Rest and Sinpatch? 

Agriculture and commerce are our two major spring-_ 
boards for growth in Dutchess County. Are there any clues 
still surviving in your community that suggest what might 
have prompted settlement originally? Rolling, fertile hills, 
sheltered valleys or coves, fast-moving streams, waterfalls 
or rapids, and naturally occurring contours for pathways, 
roads and rivers provide the catalyst for the establishment 
of most neighborhoods. 

Unlike many places in New England, we have few 
settlements that were founded for strictly religious reasons. 
We do find areas that attracted people with similar back
grounds, however, such as Quakers, Dutch Reformed and 
Presbyterian, to name a few of the more common. What is 
the oldest church in your area? Perhaps it contains infor
mation about early settlers, landowners or community 
history that may help to answer some of the questions that 
you may have about your hamlet. The location of the 
meeting house, the church, the cemetery, the manse or 
glebe may provide valuable clues about early settlement 
patterns. Visit these sites. Read the names of early settlers. 
Do the majority seem to hint at similar backgrounds? Quaker 
settlements have few burial stones or markers until the 
1830s, but other groups considered permanent memorials 
a testament to honor the memories of the departed. 

Does your neighborhood have any of its original 
commercial fabric left? Is there a millpond? A sluiceway? A 
railroad bed or station? We sometimes overlook the 
obvious. Abandoned stone walls, overgrown cellar holes, 
foundation walls or distinctively altered sections of the 
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HOPEWELL JUNCTION - The railroad sparked the growth of many new 
hamlets during the second half of the nineteenth century. It shifted traffic 
patterns, changed vii/age orientations and caused many earlier 
neighborhoods to be abandoned or overlooked. Our county continues to 
change. A number of places have lost any vestige of the railroad or of its 
Importance to their past. Tracks have been abandoned, stations tom down, 
and rails removed. Was there a railroad in your community? 
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HARTS VILLAGE - This small industrial community prospered on the 
banks of the east branch of the Wappinger Creek. several mills drew 
energy from their wheels which were activated by the elaborate system of 
dams and spillways that can be seen in this 1867 Beer's (llustration. 
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terrain may provide clues about early community activities 
and commercial ventures. Many of our hamlets still have 
neglected apple orchards, stands of White Mulberry trees 
(planted at a time when our community's future seemed to 
depend on the cornering of the silkworm/silk weaving 
market!), or abandoned furnace stacks. If we are lucky, 
evidence hasn't been obliterated by later development. 

Dutchess County has been blessed with a number of 
individuals who took the time to write down observations, 
chronicles and local histories throughout our history. These 
documents are still available in many of our community 
libraries, area historical societies or at special locations 
such as the research library of the Dutchess County 
Historical Society or the Adriance Library. They provide a 
natural starting place for those interested in finding out 
about their own backyard. Be prepared for a certain amount 
of frustration, though. The author's goals may not coincide 
with yours. Most were preoccupied with written history, not 
the physical landscape that many early writers took tor 
granted and that you may be interested in now. Names 
change. Roads are altered. Dams give way, or are lost 
under "improved" reservoirs. Cities grow on top of villages. 
Hamlets are abandoned when national economics change 
or natural elements are exhausted. Marble was once a 
major product in some of our communities. So was 
charcoal. So was condensed milk. 

Philip H. Smith, James A. Smith, Frank Hasbrouck, Helen 
Wilkinson Reynolds and Henry Noble MacCracken are a 
few of the better known authors who have documented 
various aspects of county history. Get to know them. 
Recognize their faults but honor their eltorts. They provide 
a valuable resource for all of us. 

MacCracken generated a list of over one hundred 
hamlets that have figured in Dutchess County history. Some 
of the names appeared in land sales, in deeds, in wills or in 
early newspapers. Many were disappearing in the 1950s 
when he wrote; some were even lost at that time. In the last 
30 years more have been threatened, or overwhelmed, or 
assimilated by neighboring complexes. Does your hamlet 
seem threatened? Did it appear on his list? Will future 
generations be able to identify it as clearly as you can? 
Take a walk. What are the perimeters of your community? 
Each hamlet had a definite scale. A beginning, an ending. 
Did yours? Does yours, still? 

The helter-skelter development of some of our areas 
typifies hamlets that were located on roads and pathways 
that would grow in importance and continue to provide link1 
within the network of our growing economy. Other 
crossroads are frozen in time. Shadows of what they once 
were. Mute testament to the vagaries of economic 
evolution. How do you see yours? 

What were the roadways that connected your hamlet w 
others? Does the current pattern match the earlier? The 
automobile has had a profound eltect upon the landscape 
Roads, river lords and mountain passages developed as 
network generated by simpler modes of travel. People 
walking or riding horses, boats, sloops, trains and drover· 
established systems of travel that took into account terrai 
seasonal changes, natural features, and human scale. VI 
tend to overlook these factors today. Our forebears did n 

Clefts or passes between mountains, rivers and wide 
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NEW HAMBURGH - Several commercial centers prospered along the 
banks of the Hudson River. Convenient harbors, well situated docking 
areas and access to established road patterns insured that these 
communities would prosper as Dutchess County continued to grow. 
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MANHATTAN IRON WORKS - Some hamlets owed their existence to 
single assets. They remained viable as long as a need for their products or 
services continued. Quarries, furnaces, mines and produce are typical 
examples, What was the major element in your community's growth? 

streams, gradually ascending footpaths, wagon trails that 
wended up, over and down mountains were seen as an 
integral part of the communication network among towns, 
villages and hamlets. These systems were expanded until 
all of the county was united by a series of footpaths, roads, 
turnpikes (and shunpikes), ports, harbors, railroads, 
bridges, and eventually parkways. A surprising number of 
these early links survive today, though generally in a 
considerably altered state. Inns, toll houses, horsepounds 
and other once vital elements of former travel patterns still 
dot our landscape. Are there any in your community? 

Old maps may provide insight into the routines of daily 
travel a century or more ago. Several collections of county 
atlases were produced in the nineteenth century. These 
often feature insets of important villages, crossroads, 
commercial centers and hamlets. Most of the major 
features are depicted. Millponds, churches, stores, private 
homes, even barns and other support buildings are often 
identified. Each is labelled with the owner's name, or by 
function, such as B.S. for blacksmith, G.M. for gristmill, 
W.S. for wagon shop and so on. As with the written works, 
these maps are available in many places. Try your local 
library or historical society. Beers Atlas of 1867 has been 
reprinted and is available through many of our county 
bookshops that specialize in local materials. Contact your 
town historian or the Dutchess County Historical Society for 
further information. It's worth the effort. You may be 
surprised by what can be learned from this often overlooked 
source of information. It may tell you what stood on that old 
foundation hole that's near the pond behind your house. 
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LAGRANGEVILLE - Transportation patterns sparked the growth of many 
neighborhoods. Main roadways created the need for services. Taverns, 
blacksmiths and support businesses are often found at the intersection of 
roads. If there is waterpower for mills as well, then we have af/ of the 
ingredients that are needed for a prosperous neighborhood. 
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You may !ind that there were several mills at the local dam 
instead al only one. Your neighbor's home - or your own 
- may have started out as a schoolhouse. Or you may find 
that the early roadway went behind your home, making the 
present back the original front. Clues! Important tools that 
help us to read and understand the landscape. 

Brick, stone and wood are our most common building 
materials. When people arrived in Dutchess from other 
lands they brought a knowledge al craftsmanship, design 
and construction techniques which reflected their own 
building traditions. The location al chimneys and fireplace 
walls, the pitch al roofs and types cl overhangs, the 
preference for stone rather than wood are all clues to be 
investigated. Where did the materials come from? Are the 
bricks made locally? Was the cut stone that was used for 
your front step from a quarry nearby? Where did the slate 
that was used for so many al the tombstones in the village 
cemetery come from? How were these items transported? 
Some things we'll never know. It is enough to begin asking 
the questions, though. It gets us thinking about things that 
we may have overlooked or taken !or granted. 

Major design elements are also key factors that help us 
to trace the evolution of a community. Do the majority of 
buildings appear to have details in common? Are they 
mostly columned? Do the fronts of the structures seem to 
be formally arranged? Are they symmetrical? Are there 
many bay windows or bracketed porches? Are there 
projecting towers, turrets or cupolas? Are windows rounded 
on top, squared or pointed? Are walls stone, horizontal 
clapboard or vertical board and batten? Terms such as 
Colonial, Federal, Greek Revival, ltali~nate, Gothic and 
Queen Anne, once they are understood, will become more 
tools !or use in your investigations. Once you begin looking 
for details you begin seeing important clues that will help 
you to piece together the fabric of your neighborhood and 
your community. 

Use this pamphlet as a field guide for your area. The 
illustrations and diagrams have been selected to point out 
important design differences, period technical innovations 
and the evolution of building styles. Compare the 
photographs and diagrams to your community. Look at the 
road patterns and waterways. Study building details. 
Investigate stone walls and fences. They should all fit 
somewhere among the patterns outlined in this book. 

The exercise of looking may eventually enable us to see. 
This is what makes our quest so exciting. Fair warning, 
however. It may become a consuming passion. Don't be 
alarmed if it does. There are a lot of people and societies 
that provide opportunities to share information and 
interests. Happy sleuthing! 



Kenneth Walpuck 

,he following material summarizes the history of archi
tectural style from a Dutchess County perspective. The 
intention is neither to answer every question regarding 
architectural terminology, nor to cover the entire range of 
county styles. Rather, it's presented to clarify points that 
might have eluded the reader in earlier sections and to give 
the amateur an abbreviated guide that will help to unlock 
some of the mysteries associated with interpreting historic 
structures. 

Older structures are rarely found in their original state. 
one of the factors of change is time itself; another is man. 
Both are instrumental in altering the visual character of 
structures in the landscape. For example, one-room or 
two-room houses often outgrow their original functions and 
require modifications. It is sometimes difficult or even 
impossible to detect an early structure which has 
succumbed to change. 

The vocabulary of older structures is diverse and one 
must play the role of detective to discover,the hidden 
architectural truth. Clues may be nothing more than a 
fragment of original stone or clapboard facing. Perhaps the 
gable end of a building retains a built-in chimney or one or 
two windows survive with original sashes. 

Although many buildings have been lost to urban 
development and others have been substantially altered, 
there still exists an appreciable number of historic 
structures that complement the Dutchess County 
landscape. 

The earliest of the high architectural styles, both public 
and domestic, is that of the Georgian Colonial popular in 
England during the reigns of the three Georges (hence the 
name Georgian) in the early eighteenth century. The origins 
of this style can be traced to a British reworking of Italian 
Palladian architecture which exhibited strong interest in 
Greco-Roman features such as the classical orders, 
pediments, porticos, cornices, a rigid symmetry and careful 
placement of architectural detail. This was carried to the 
colonies in the eighteenth century via a number of well
known architectural handbooks. 

Domestic architecture in the high Georgian Colonial style 
is rarely evident in this county. Public architecture, on the 
other hand, can be found in many areas, especially 
churches, often rebuilt. They typify such Georgian features 
as symmetry, well proportioned arched windows and a 
prominent centralized bell tower. Two good examples are 
the First Reformed Church of Fishkill, built by the Dutch, 
and Trinity Episcopal Church, the clapboarded English 
church across the street, which has the same features 
without the tower. 

The severity of vernacular Dutchess County structures of 
the eighteenth century reflects an early need for function; a 
more formal decorative vocabulary was omitted because it 
would have been considered frivolous. Settled first by the 
Dutch and then the English, Dutchess County has an 
architecture reflecting the building techniques practiced by 
these people in their native lands. After a period of 
assimilation, local conditions and cultural integration 
produced a wonderful blending of structural patterns unique 
to the Hudson Valley. 

Reading 
the Landscape: 
Building 
On A Theme 

Vernacular architecture of the eighteenth century reflects the basic 
function of the building for shelter. This one and a half story example from 
Poughkeepsie combines stone and brick to produce a stark, no-nonsense 
farmhouse typical of much of Dutchess County. Many of this type are also 
found made exclusively of wood, 
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The Federal style emerged during the last ten years of 
the eighteenth century and remained popular through the 
first quarter of the nineteenth century. This is characterized 
by a strong reliance on Roman rather than Greek 
architectural features. The higher styled domestic structures 
exhibit two full stories rather than the one and a half stories 
of vernacular buildings. Structures of this period are often 
placed on an elevated foundation and the rich vocabulary of 
the preceding style is simplified. Trim around windows, 
doors and cornices become proportionally lighter than that 
of its Georgian counterpart, suggesting the strong influence 
of the British architect, Robert Adam. Preference for the 
Corinthian order, garlands and similar motifs reflect the 
current rage of things Roman. In public architecture there is 
a diminished interest in verticality, as the more sharply 
pitched towers of the previous style are replaced by 
truncated cupolas or shallow domes reminiscent of Roman 

structures. 
Federal structures in the vernacular realm rarely employ 

the gambrel or sharply pitched roof often associated with 
earlier styles. Instead we find a one and a half story 
structure on a raised foundation with a moderaiely pitched 
roof. Narrow-gauged clapboard a_nd applied porticos with 
columns and pilasters and other ornamental moldings now 
appear on the average farm house. 

The Federal period produced many distinctive houses throughout our 
county. This two story example from the Town of Washington has 
narrow-gauged c/aj:Jboard, applied ornamental moldings and panels, 
elaborate cornice details, pilasters and quarter-round gable windows. 
The paired-columned portico dates from a later generation. 
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d"d xampte· of the Greek Riviva/ style was built in the Town of 

ThiS sple: ~bo~t 1835-40. The gable faces the road and is supported by 
LaGranQ 

I 
p ced tonic columns that create a combined effect of a 

four even Y s a 
c/assical temple. 

he overwhelming favorite for mid-19th century style is ~he G_othic Revival. 
are lucky to have the well-known Defa':'at~r Ho~se m Rhmebe~k 
tared to its original condition. Bold verticality, pointed-arched windows 
d elaborate trim are typical features to look for. 

During the second quarter of the nineteenth century the 
architecture of Greece supplants that of Rome as the 
nation's preferred style. Greek temples such as the 
Parthenon become models for public and domestic 
structure alike. Even vernacular buildings tend to reflect the 
aesthetics of the period. The temple plan, with a 
pronounced porticoed gable facing the road, becomes 
commonplace. The roof line again exhibits a shallow pitch 
and architectural trim becomes heavier and less decorative. 
The Doric and Ionic orders take precedence over the 
Corinthian. 

By the mid-nineteenth century a profusion of architectural 
' styles are entertained, but the overwhelming favorite is the 

Gothic Revival. Characterized by its bold verticality, 
pointed-arched windows and asymmetrical ground plan, it 
becomes the preferred style for churches. Whether high 
style or vernacular, the Gothic style dominates the county's 
landscape. Based upon Andrew Jackson Downing's highly 
successful "pattern book," The Architecture of Country 
Houses (1850), gothic verticality and decoration is achieved 
in various ways from the picturesque board-and-batten 
cottage to the ever popular T-shaped ground plan. A style 
known as Victorian, or Carpenter Gothic, was even coined 
to underscore a building's opulent usage of milled 
decoration. 

The French-inspired Second Empire style became a 
county favorite after the Civil War. Dominated by a mansard 
roof, it was so popular in the domestic realm that many 
earlier one and a half story structures were raised to two full 
stories and capped by one. 

The use of rusticated stone together with heavily 
accentuated, rounded arches underscores a late nineteenth 
century style known as the Romanesque Revival. 
Popularized by the well-known architect Henry Hobson 
Richardson, it was often the preferred style for public 
structures. With residential buildings, an Italianate style 
referred to as the Tuscan Villa, was favored by the upper 
middle class. 
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The distinctive use of the mansard roof helps to date this French-inspired 
Second Empire style Poughkeepsie home to the post-Civil War period. 
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The bungalow was the darling of the first decades of the twentieth century. 
Small in scale, geared to domestic use and found in every town in 
Dutchess County, these modest homes are a sharp contrast to the large 
estates of the wealthy landowners. 

Our county possesses many turn of the century mansions that rival the 
palaces of Europe. These large and costly structures were built in many 
revival styles. The Mills estate in Hyde Park was designed by the well 
known architect Stanford White. 

At the close of the nineteenth and the beginning of the 
twentieth centuries the hills bordering the Hudson River 
continued to serve as estates for the wealthy. Several 
mansions in various Beaux-Arts revivalist styles were 
designed by prominent architects. There is Stanford White's 
late Classical Revival Mills Mansion in Staatsburg, and the 
Renaissance Revival home for the Vanderbilt family in Hyde 
Park designed by the architectural firm of McKim, Mead and 

White. 
Dutchess County's architecture remained basically con

servative for most of the twentieth century due to the rural 
character of the region. Expansionism after World War 11 
was slow to reach the county, and it has been only in the 
last thirty years that the aesthetics of modern materials, 
together with improved versions of older ones, have, in 
the majority of cases, been responsible for the diminished 
interest in applied architectural detail, resulting in the 
austere look so much in vogue until recently. 



Roger Akeley 

Places, like people, can show depth of character with 
qualities that stand the test of time. Individuals seek out and 
enjoy places, with natural and built beauty, that evoke deep 
seated and often latent feelings of belonging. When we 
experience such connectedness with the environment, our 
sense of well being extends far beyond the place itself - it 
becomes a kind of relatedness in time and purpose to the 
greater world in which we live. The visual landscape also: 

"gives shape to our character. The objects and forms in 
that landscape influence our actions, guide our choices, 
affect our values, restrict or enhance our freedom, 
determine where and with what quality we will mix with 
each other. The landscape molds our dreams, locates 
our fantasies and, in some mysterious way, even 
predicts our future.''1 

Dutchess County possesses a wide variety of landscapes 
in which a captivating form relates to an understandable 
function. Its hilltop woodlots, contour stripped fields, views 
of the Oblong Valley and Catskill Mountains, Hudson River 
shoreline, diversified architecture, tree lined county roads, 
solid urban neighborhoods, picturesque hamlets, village 
and city main streets, barns and silos, stone walls and old 
bridges, all contribute to a meaningful mosaic of places. 

There is currently a separation developing between 
traditional settlement patterns (form) and the uses of the 
land (function). Main Street commercial activity is giving 
way to malls and strip development. Offices are also 
locating along the highways. Residential development 
seldom occurs in neighborhood patterns anymore. Instead, 
people seek to separate themselves from their neighbors 
through house lots that are one acre or larger. As a result, 
development in the past four decades, especially, has 
tended to standardize the environment as the county gives 
itself over to an increasingly mobile, mass marketed 
society. 

The purpose of this document is to show how we can 
evaluate our landscape objectively, to discover its strengths 
and weaknesses, to be explicit about what we value in it, 
and then, hopefully, to find methods for protecting and 
enhancing its value. 

How To Take Stock of What We Have 

1-ldentify Assets and Liabilities 
The first method to consider in evaluating our environment 
is to organize its strengths and weaknesses. Most of the 
factors that we consider will be ones that we have 
contemplated before. Yet they take on new life and 
meaning when they are codified and shared with other 
persons. It is important to list social as well as physical 
factors. For example, an "unhurried atmosphere" might be a 
most important strength. 

The list below provides a hypothetical example of how to 
take an accounting of a particular place. 

Reading the 
Landscape: 
Putting 
It All Together 

Assets 

1. A river runs through the center of the downtown. This is a 
beautiful river but is essentially ignored in the orientation of 
the village and the relationship of the buildings to the river. 

2. The proximity of the agricultural community to the 
village is unusual and gives a very rich rural quality to 
the village. 

3. The general architectural quality of the village center is 
very high with very distinctive buildings within the area. 
(However,_ new paint and roofing could do a lot.) 

4. Vistas from the downtown are exceptional, with beautiful 
views of the mountains across the fields. 

5. Pulpit Rock to the west of downtown is an unusual 
feature which is little known. 

6. The relationship of the village to state parks offers the 
village the option of taking advantage of them as 
recreational lands. 

Liabilities 

1. Although the village has a very strong identity, there is 
really no one place which is the visual center. The image 
of the downtown is aging but elegant. 

2. One can drive by and not know the downtown is there. 
Although the town "wants" to be low key, it does not 
reach out to people (which may be a desirable quality). It 
lacks a strong gateway or entrance. 

3. Parking for the theater is a problem in the summertime, 
on-street parking is very relaxed, and there is no 
provision for the bulk parking required by the theater. 

4. The population fluctuation between the different seasons 
is a problem in the village, since the facilities are used 
very differently at various times of the year. The 
economic base of the community also fluctuates with the 
seasons. 

5. The edge details in the village are poor. 
6. The recently built bridge in the downtown is of the late 

60s "modern" style and does not relate at all to the 
surrounding community image or scale. 

7. The aesthetic quality is very delicate and could easily be 
destroyed by inconsiderate development of either the 
downtown or its surrounding area. 

8. It is difficult to find economic housing for either elderly 
people with fixed incomes or young people trying to start 
out in life. 
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9. Keeping fields open has become increasingly difficult 
from an economic standpoint and threatens to change 
the character of the village. 

2-Determine the Boundaries of the Analysis 
The more specific the location, the more detailed your 
analysis will become. Typically, you will be examining a 
hamlet or a ne.ighborhood. If you want to analyze a 
whole town, village or the county, the unit of analysis must 
be subdivided. 

Boundaries or edges are important for a community just 
as they are on one's own land. Frequently, edges are used 
for hedges, stone walls, gates, road signs, and other 
features to depict possession and convey meaning. You 
should ask what message is conveyed by the boundaries 
that you have selected. 

Boundaries need not always coincide with municipal 
lines. Sometimes a feature such as a hill, or a 
manufactured feature such as a property line, are valuable 
ways to determine boundaries. Often boundaries will be 
visual districts or generally known precincts such as 
"downtown" areas. Boundaries should include areas of 
relatedness-architecturally, functionally, historically, or 
environmentally. 

Sometimes there are complex interactions between 
"here" and "there," such as open agricultural views from a 
hamlet. If these are essential to how the hamlet is currently 
valued, then the total composition must be considered. This 
can be solved by having a dual set of boundaries, one 
showing the physical precinct and the other depicting a 
larger area of influence such as viewshed. 

3-ldentify Pathways 
How do people move within the landscape? Most special 
places have many informal pedestrian routes, exclusive of 
the automobile. Often their charm is in their "substandard" 
quality - narrow roads, hidden intersections, dirt roads or 
drives, backyard pathways, and so forth. These should be 
noted, because most trends are to eliminate special places 
in the name of traffic safety. 

4-Determine Historical Importance 
Most people have not learned to understand places in 
terms of their historical significance. History can be 
understood in several ways. You may emphasize 
architectural quality, architectural diversity, historic 
significance of a famous person, historic importance of an 
event or a way that people lived, architectural integrity, a 
method of construction, a unique relationship between land 
and buildings or other themes. 

This must be an explicit exercise because historical 
significance is typically not considereo in local decision 
making. The Dutchess County Historical Society, the 
Dutchess County Historian, the local historical society, and 
the Dutchess County Department of Planning are excellent 
sources of information. 

5-Humanize the Landscape 

36 

You should develop a sense of the whole. The landscape 
that you are reading may evoke a sense of mystery, 
intimacy, protection, adventure, peace, hospitality and other 
qualities. Chances are that your identification of human 
qualities will coincide with other residents. However, you 
should be as explicit as possible because they will not be 
as apparent to those who live elsewhere. 

6-ldentify Special Features 
Special features might include mile markers, blue slate 
sidewalks, cobbles, special signs, lilac bushes, stone walls, 
an old gas pump, or an afternoon pattern of shadows, use 
of wood shingles, or an endless variety of other details. 
Maybe you'll notice that houses are all close to the road, or 
that they don't seem to follow any setback pattern. Maybe 
you'll notice the sound of a stream. It should be written 
down if you feel that it contributes to the essential nature of 
the place you're describing. 

7-Map Your Responses 
An exercise in reading the landscape is assisted by map 
work as well as writing down impressions. There are many 
ways to accomplish this. You can simply make your own 
map, using construction paper and drawing on features as 
you wish. Or you can visit the planning office in your 
community or at the Dutchess County Department of 
Planning to obtain better maps. Useful ones include 
Property tax maps, Land Use maps, and United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) maps. 

Develop a good base map and then make multiple copies 
so that it can be used as a work map as well as for a final 
presentation. 

8-Look to the Future 
What is the future of your special place? Some of the 
answer Is located in the community zoning ordinance which 
is a kind of blueprint to the future. It may contain elements 
that could destroy the essential values in your community. If 
so, you can take measures to direct your local government 
to develop more constructive policies. If you need to know 
the import of existing regulations, contact local or county 
planners. 

9-lnvolve Your Neighbors 
If you want to do more to protect a special landscape, you 
must be part of a group effort. There may be several willing 
to devote time to the project, others who are willing to 
support you by attending a meeting or two, and still others 
who migh\, at least, answer a questionnaire. 

A group will allow you to test your assumptions and to 
feel confident that you are on the right track. Most 
importantly, it will give you legitimacy as you present your 
ideas to larger groups, planning professionals, or local 
officials. 

It is important to work cooperatively with local officials. If 
your group or territory is divided on how to proceed, you are 
not likely to achieve what you hope to when you ask for 
official endorsement of your activity. If you have at least the 
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PROPERTY TAX 
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TOWN OF UNION VALE 
DllTCltESS COUffTY, NEW YORK 
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tacit support of most people within the bounds of your 
study, you will prevail because of the logic of your analysis 
and presentation. 

10-Make Definite Recommendations 
The most important part of your written document is to 
establish goals. Typically, you will have 5-15 goals, but 
there is no magic number. There should be direct and clear 
expression of what you want accomplished. The goals 
emphasize what you want done, not how you want it 
accomplished. For example: 

to maintain the quiet, informal atmosphere of the 
neighborhood; or 
to maintain the architectural integrity of existing 
buildings. 

Then, your recommendations become ways to achieve 
these goals. You may have several recommendations per 
goal. The recommendations may be as specific as 
describing where a stop sign should be placed or 
suggesting installation of a speed bump. 

In step 1, you identified certain problems as you read the 
landscape. There should be some way to resolve most of 
these problems. You should examine options and outline 
the favored of them. 

In step 8, you learned what the municipality had in mind 
for your special landscape. If the official future doesn't 
coincide with that of your group's, then you should make 
specific recommendations on what needs to be done to 
correct the deficiencies. Here are some possibilities: 

Create a historic district. 
Create a special (e.g., hamlet) zone. 
Change the shape or content of existing zones. 
Develop zoning performance standards to protect 
special features. 
Ask the local government to designate your area as a 
Critical Environmental Area. 
Insure that future road plans do not destroy the 
character of the place. 
Seek community development money for special 
projects. 
Ask the town to develop architectural compatibility 
standards. 
Seek public funding for infrastructure funding. 
Contact owners or Dutchess Land Conservancy about 
"limited development" possibilities. 
Ask for official recognition of designated views or 
viewsheds so that they could be protected in the wake 
of d_evelopment. 

These alternatives are very technical. Sometimes there is 
more than one way to skin the cat. But you must become 
familiar with the alternatives in order to be most effective 
with local governmental officials. Again, help is available in 
your local and county_planning offices. · 

1Gussow, Alan, "A Sense of Place," Amicus, Fall 1979, p. 14. 



Natural Features 
- Perennial Brook or Stream 
- Mature Decidious Trees Along Road 
- Mature Coniferous Trees Along Road 
- Agricultural Fields Within View 
- Woods Within View 
- Wetlands Within View 
- Hilltop Location 
- Valley Location 
- Mid-distance Views 
- Distant Vistas 
- Rock Outcroppings 

Geographic and Land Use Features 
- Mixed Land Use 
- Recreational Land 
- General Store 
- Other Stores 
- School 
- Church(es) 
- Post Office 
- Fire Station 
- Other Public/Semi-Public Buildings 
- Apartments over Commercial Buildings 

Spatial Relationships 
- Short Street Setbacks 
- Narrow Lots 
- Building Complexes with Barns and Other Accessory 

Structures 
- Bend in the Road 
- Trees Frame the Main R.oad 

Old Dutch Stone Church, Fishkill. 

Dutchess Design 
Themes: 
Summary check list used on 
Conference tours. Consider using this 
for your community. 

Building Styles 
- Dutch and English Vernacular 
- Federal 
- Greek Revival 
- Second Empire 
- Gothic Revival 
- Italianate 
- Queen Anne 
- Other Victorian 
- Colonial Revival 
- Tudor 
- Mill Housing 
- Bungalow 
- Vernacular 

Architectural Features 
- Brick Exterior 
- Stone Exterior 
- Board and Batten 
- Clapboard or Shingle Exterior 
- Buildings Less than 30' in Height 
- Predominately Two-storey Buildings 
- Gable End to Street 
- Roof Slopes 30 Percent and Greater 

Historical Context 
- Railroad 
- Crossroads Commercial 
- Farm 
- Estate Support 
- River· 
- Industry 

Special Features 
- Stone Walls 
- Signs 
- Orchards 
- Lamp Posts 
- Horse Troughs 
- Mile Markers 
- Greens 
- Sidewalks 
- Bridges 
- Community Water 
- Community Sewer 
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On motion by Legislator Bolner, duly seconded by Legislator Thomes 
and carried, the Rules were suspended to allow the public to address the 
Legislature on agenda and non-agenda items. 

Constantine Kazolias, 47 Noxon Street, Poughkeepsie, spoke regarding 

No one else wishing to speak, on motion by Legislator Bolner, duly 
seconded by Legislator Thomes and carried, the Regular Order of Business 
was resumed. 

There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 6:44 
p.m. 
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We, the undersigned Caucus members of the Dutchess County Legislature, 
support Legislator Donna Bolner for Majority Leader of the Legislature for the years 
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We, the undersigned Caucus members of the Dutchess County Legislature, support 
Legislator John D. Metzger for Assistant Majority Leader of the Legislature for the years 
2020-2021. 
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We, the undersigned Caucus members of the Dutchess County Legislature, 
support Carolyn Morris for Clerk of the Legislature for the years 2020-2021. 
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We, the undersigned Caucus members of the Dutchess County Legislature, 
support Leigh Wager as Deputy Clerk of the Legislature for the years 2020-2021. 
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Pursuant to Section 214 (1) of the County Law, a majority of the Caucus members 
the Dutchess Count Legisl~tyre hereby affix their signatures designating the 
V ·e Olll'aS'tn'e official political newspaper for the year 2020. 
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We, the undersigned Democratic members of the Dutchess County Legislature, 
support ~"ft'C(l'r €;f)t,JA,lf'()S as Minority Leader of the Legislature for the years 
2020-2021. 
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We, the undersigned Democratic members of the Dutchess County Legislature, 
support Al/CK PA6'cf" as Assistant Minority Leader of the Legislature for the years 
2020-2021. 
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Pursuant to Section 214 (1) of the County Law, a majority of the Democratic members of 
the Dutchess County Legislature hereby affix their signatures designating the 
f"' ~ 5,·,._ ffiw ,,, as the official political newspaper for the year 2020. 
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